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MATTER OF: Base-Operation-lManagement-Service Inc.
DIGEST:

An agency may delay a contract award to
permit the apparent low bidder a reasonable
time to cure a problem related to its
responsibility.

Base-QOperation-Management—-Service Inc. protests the
award of a contract to Crown Laundry & Dry Cleaning, Inc.
under solicitation No. DABT10-85-8-0006, issuea by the
Department of the Army. Base, the second lowest bidder,
alleges that the Army has improperly given Crown addi-
tional time to renovate its production facilities following
an untavorable pre-—-award survey.

Whether a proposed contractor's production facilities
are adeguate ifor contract performance involves a question
of responsibility, that is, a bidder's performance capa-
bility. U.S5. Jet Aviation, B-214093, May 25, 1984, B4-1
CPD § 575. An ayency may aliow a prospective awardee a
reasonable period of time after bid opening within which
to cure a problem related to its responsibility since
contract award and not bia opening is the critical time
for determining the responsibility of a firm. Awmeriko
Malntenance Co., B5-208485, Aug. 27, 1982, 82-2 CPD 4 184.

Base does not sugygyest that the delay in award has
been unreasonably lony. Therefore, Base has not stated a
valid basis for protest. Accordingly, pursuant to section
21.3(f) of our Bid Protest Regyulations, 49 Fed. Reg.
49,417, 49,421 (1984) (to be codified at 4 C.F.R.
§ 21.3(f), the protest is dismissed.
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